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mission to the state law is the price a citizen pays for his perso-
nal liberty. Submission, therefore, to a state wholly or largely
unjust is an immoral barter for liberty. A citizen who thus
realizes the evil nature of a state is not satisfied to live on its
sufferance, and therefore appears to the others who do not share
his belief to be a nuisance to society whilst he is endeavouring
to compel the state without committing a moral breach to arrest
him. Thus considered, civil resistance is a most powerful expre-
ssion of a soul's anguish and an eloquent protest against the
continuance of an evil state. Is not this the history of all reform?
Have not reformers, much to the disgust of their fellows, discarded
even innocent symbols associated with an evil practice?
When a body of men disown the state under which they have
hitherto lived, they nearly establish their own government. I say
nearly, for they do not go to the point of using force when they
are resisted by the state. Their "business" as of the individual is
to be locked up or shot by the state, unless it recognizes their
separate existence, in other words bows to their will. Thus three
thousand Indians in South Africa after due notice to the Govern-
ment of the Transvaal crossed the Transvaal border in 19141 in
defiance of the Transvaal immigration law and compelled the
Government to arrest them. When it failed to provoke them to
violence or to coerce them into submission, it yielded to their
demand. A body of civil resisters is, therefore, like an army
subject to all the discipline of a soldier, only harder because of
want of excitement of an ordinary soldier's life. And as a civil
resistance army is or ought to be free from passion because free
from the spirit of retaliation, it requires the fewest number of
soldiers. Indeed one PERFECT civil resister is enough to win the
battle of Right against Wrong.
Though, therefore, the All-India Congress Committee has
authorized civil disobedience by Provincial Congress Committees
on their own responsibility, I hope they will put due emphasis on
the word "responsibility" and not start civil disobedience with a
light heart. Every condition must be given its full effect. The
mention of Hindu-Mulim unity, non-violence, swadeshi and re-
moval of untouchability means that they have not yet become
an integral part of our national life. If an individual or a mass
have still misgivings about Hindu-Muslim unity, if they have still
any doubt about the necessity of non-violence for the attainment
of our triple goal, if they have not yet enforced swadeshi in its com-
l On November 6, 1913; vide Vol. XII, p. 259.